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of the United States to enlist or go beyond the jurisdiction of the United 
States with intent to enlist or enter the service of a foreign country. 
Enlistments under this proviso shall be under regulations prescribed 
by the Secretary of War." 



EXECUTIVE ORDER REGARDING MEASUREMENT OF FOREIGN SHIPS 
ADMITTED TO AMERICAN REGISTRY 

No. 2696. September 7, 1917 

In pursuance of the authority conferred upon the President of 
the United States by Section 2 of the Act approved August 18, 1914, 
entitled "An Act to provide for the admission of foreign built ships 
to American registry for the foreign trade, and for other purposes" 
it is hereby ordered: 

That the provisions of law requiring survey, inspection and meas- 
urement, by officers of the United States, of foreign built ships ad- 
mitted to United States registry under said Act are hereby suspended 
so far and for such length of time as is herein provided, namely: The 
said provisions shall not apply to any such foreign built ship during 
the period of two years from September 1, 1917, provided the Secre- 
tary of Commerce is satisfied in the case of any such ship that the 
ship is safe and sea-worthy and that proper effort is being made to 
comply with the said provision. 

Woodrow Wilson. 
The White House, 

7 September, 1917. 



ACT OF CONGRESS PERMITTING FOREIGN VESSELS TO ENGAGE IN 
COASTWISE TRADE X 

Approved October 6, 1917 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That during the present war 
with Germany and for a period of one hundred and twenty days there- 
after the United States Shipping Board may, if in its judgment the 
interests of the United States require, suspend the present provisions 
1 Public No. 73, 65th Congress. 
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of law and permit vessels of foreign registry, and foreign-built vessels 
admitted to American registry under the Act of August eighteenth, 
nineteen hundred and fourteen, to engage in the coastwise trade of the 
United States: Provided, That no such vessel shall engage in the coast- 
wise trade except upon a permit issued by the United States Shipping 
Board, which permit shall limit or define the scope of the trade and the 
time of such employment: Provided further, That in issuing permits 
the board shall give preference to vessels of foreign registry owned, 
leased, or chartered by citizens of the United States or corporations 
thereof: And provided further, That the provisions of this Act shall 
not apply to the coastwise trade with Alaska or between Alaskan ports. 



PKOCLAMATION AUTHORIZING PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF AMERICAN 
PATENTS IN GERMANY 

No. 1372. May 24, 1917 

Whereas, the laws of the German Empire provide that letters 
patent granted or issued to citizens of other countries shall lapse unless 
certain taxes, annuities or fees are paid within stated periods; 

And Whereas, the interests of the citizens of the United States 
in such letters patent are of great value, so that it is important that 
such payments should be made in order to preserve their rights; 

Now, Therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the powers vested in me as such, hereby 
declare and proclaim that citizens of the United States owning letters 
patent granted or issued by the German Empire are hereby authorized 
and permitted to make payment of any tax, annuity or fee which may 
be required by the laws of the German Empire for the preservation of 
their rights in such letters patent. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this 24th day of May, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and seventeen 
Cseal.] and of the Independence of the United States, the one 
hundred and forty-first. 

Woodrow Wilson. 
By the President: 

Robbet Lansing, 
Secretary of State. 



